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RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
JAMES HILL, Es e. 


Mayor of the City of BRISTOL. 


1 


HERE is no perſon to whom a Letter 

on the ſubject I am about to write, 

can, with ſo much propriety, be addreſſed, 
as to the Chief Magiſtrate of the City ; the 
Guardian of the rights of its Citizens, and 
the prime Conſervator of the Rivers of its 
Port; I ſtand in no need therefore of an 
apology for it ; but if I did, I am fully con- 
A 2 vinced, 
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vinced, Sir, that your candor would be my 


friend. 


The eredting a Dam in the River Avon 
is a ſubject of the greateſt magnitude to this 
City that ever claimed the attention of its 
Citizens, and it has been, at different pe- 
riods, propoſed, conſidered and abandoned; — 
revived, reconſidered and rTejefled ; — and yet 
it is now taken uß again; and that, even after 
a Subſtitute has been adopted in its ſtead, 


and carried into execution. — 


The tranſmutation of the Inhabitants of 
ſuch a Trading City as Briſtol is ſo great, 


that, to the moſt conſiderable number of 
its preſent Citizens, theſe circumſtances may 
be perfealy new ; and therefore it ſeems 


neceſlary here to ſtate them. 


It was before my knowledge of the City 
that the firſt idea was ſtarted of erecting a 
Dam acroſs the Avon, I give it therefore 


from 
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from information ; — but I belieye it to be 


ſuch as may be relied on, and that there 
are perſons now living who well remember 


it. 


Early in the preſent century ſuch a pro- 
poſition was firſt made, but after mature 
deliberation it was laid aſide, becauſe the Phy- 
ficians of that day were of opinion that it would 
endanger the health of the Citizens. 


The objection died away with the per- 
ſons who confided in it, but the idea of 
a Dam ſurvived in their ſucceſſors; and in 
January, 1765, Mr. John Smeaton pro- 
jected a Plan for laying the Ships at the 
Key conſtantly afloat, and for enlarging the 
Harbour by a new Canal through Cannons Marſh: 
By this Plan the River Froom only would 
have been dammed, and the latter part of 
the ſcheme would not have been injurious, 
becauſe, being on the ſide of the River, it 
would not have interrupted the flux and reflux of 
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„ 
the Tide, —a circumſtance which produces a 


conſtant circulation of air, and thereby 


contributes to the health of the City; But 
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there was difference of opinion even as to 


this Plan, and after much examination it 
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was laid aſide. 


The different method of conſtructing 
Ships belonging to this Port, from that 
which prevailed half a century back, made 
it however a very deſirable object to the 8 
ſhip Owners to have them lie afloat: and 
the immenſe quantities of deals, tar, and 
other naval ſtores, with which the Quay 
was frequently crouded, rendered the 
danger of fire very great: — Theſe objeas 
combining, and an opportunity offering of 
obtaining a Dock then lately formed by 
Mr. Champion, and enlarging it ſo as to 
float the largeſt ſhips of the Port, the So- 


= ciety of Merchants, after very great deli- 


beration, in the year 1776 applied for, and 
obtained, „An att to remove the danger of fire 
among ſt 


F, 
among jt the ſhips in this Port, by preventing the 
landing certain commodities on the preſent Quays, 
and for providing a convenient Quay and proper 
places for landing and floring the ſame, and for 
other purpoſes therem mentioned: amonglt 


which was the eſtabliſhment of a floating 
Dock, 


The Dock. has been compleated under 
the ſanction of that Act, and is capable of 
containing 36 of the largeſt ſhips belong- 
ing to the Port; taking the ſhips large 
and ſmall promiſcuoully as they happen to 
arrive, it will contain 40; AND Ir HAS 


NEVER YET BEEN COMPLEATLY FILLED, 


The Quay likewiſe has not been ſo in- 
cumbered with naval ſtores, and the former 
danger of fire in the Port is greatly leſſened, 
not only by the removal of ſuch combuſti- 
ble matter from the city, but alſo by the 

taking down a range of houſes which ſtood 
cloſe to the River, on St. Auguſtine's Back. 
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1 
This is the preſent ſtate of the Port: and 
I am well authorized to ſay that the revived 
Scheme of erefling a Dam in the River is tre- 
mendouſly dangerous; as it puls to hazard the 
health of more than ſeventy thouſand citizens ; 
invades their rights; and riſques the future 


proſperity of the City and Port: — and this, 


without the weight of a ſingle precedent that 1 
ever heard of to juſtify it ; without an abſolute 
neceſſity ; and without an adequate fund to carry 
it into execution. 


In ſupport of theſe aſſertions Sir, I beg 


leave to offer the following obſervations. — 


And firſt as 20 the Health of the Cily. — 


The opinion of former times I apprehend 
to be of ſome weight; but perhaps that 
will be admitted only by the ſober and diſ- 
intereſted citizen — and therefore it is 
barely repeated: and with regard to the 
propoſition itſelf, it is preſumed every one 
will own that the filth of the City is im- 

menſe; 


199 


menſe; and that by the favourable ſituation 
of the City all that filth is carried into the 
Rivers of the Port, and thence conveyed 
rapidly into the Severn: — Now I venture 
to ſay, that if a Dam be eretted acroſs the 
Avon it will check the current; and all that 
filth will ſubſide in the Port; the ſmall cur- 
rent that may be occaſioned by the Sluices 
in the Dam will take off the ſurface of the 
water, but not cleanſe the bottom, and all 
that part of the Port which is above the 
Dam will become the general depoſit of 


the carrion of this populous City. 


A few experiments will evince the truth 
of my aſſertion :— And, if this ſhould be the 
caſe, then, whenever this body of putridity 
is ſtirred up by the boat hooks, and other 
inſtruments which will be plunged into it, 
the ſtench will be inſufferable : — let thoſe 
who doubt it, aſk ſuch perſons as have 
been at VENICE, what is the effect when a 


Gondolier happens to diſturb the ſediment 
of 
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( 10 ) 9 
of their canals. — The warmth of our Quays 
too, would add no ſmall degree to this deli- 
cate flavour, for in a fervent ſummer's day 
the heat there is intenſe: I hope therefore 
that the ſame Att of Parliament which may 
enable the Projectors to dam the River, 
will doom them to a fixed reſidence on that 


odoriferous ſpot. 


I have ſaid before that the flux and reflux 


of the tide occaſions a circulation of air; 


and I find that it is not denied; but it is, at 
the ſame time, aſſerted, that the continual 
motion of the water, occaſioned by the mo- 
tion of the veſſels on it, will cauſe a cir- 
culation of air likewiſe ; but how far will 
the influence of ſuch a circulation of air 
extend, and in what comparitive degree will 
it be to that circulation which the tide occa- 
ſions? If it be in any degree leſs, by ſo much 
will the healthineſs of the ſite of the City be 
diminiſhed. 


The 


(11) 

The free circulation of air has been con- 
ſidered as ſo neceſſary to the health of the 
inhabitants of all great Cities, that the Legiſ- 
lature have thought fit to compel the remo- 
val of all ſigns in London, and this and 
other Cities; and the Municipal Laws of 
this City have lately been carried further, 
and compel the removal of all other ob- 
ſtructions: after this, Sir, can the Guardians 
of the City approve of an obſtruflion of the 
worſt kind, and pen up, under the noſe of 
the inhabitants, its ordure, its carrion, and 
every thing, that is putrid and offenſive ? — 
For, I again aſſert that if there be any ob- 
ſtruction in the bottom of the current, all 
the filth will ſubſide and not flow off as it 
now does. — I have no doubt but this 
will be contradicted, and fpeculatrve opinions 
will be oppoſed to it; but is it juſtifiable to 
run the leaſt ſhadow of a riſque upon fpecu- 
lalive opinions in an affair of ſuch impor- 


tance ? 


I have 


( 12 ) 
J have faid that it innades the Rights of 
the Citizens. 


In ſupport of this aſſertion, I take the 
liberty to ſay, that every proprietor, and eve- 


ry occupier of a houſe, which, including their 


families, takes in all the Citizens, have a 
right to the free, uninterrupted flow, of the 
Rivers, as being their great Watercourſe. I 
conſider it as a large Common, on which 
inhabitancy on its borders gives a right » 
to depaſture; and I hope the Guardians of 
the City will never give their concurrence to 
an Act, which ſhall tend to deprive them of 


it, or even to diminiſh 1t. 


But I entertain an opinion that lays a 
higher obligation on the City's Guardians to 


refuſe their concurrence — They are Lords of 


the Fee of a vaſt number of houſes, which 


they have granted by leaſe, with all rights, 
frivileges and advantages thereto belonging: —and 
I ſay that the free uninterrupted courſe of 

the 


( 13 ) 


the Rivers, is a right, a privilege, and advan- 
tage belonging to ſuch grants, 
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This may appear new dottrine, but new 
circumſtances call out new dottrine; and if 
it be doubted it ſhould be well examined 
at the leaſt. — And ſuppoſing the legal obhga- 
lion does not extend lo far, yet, to me, there 
appears a moral obligation on the Bop Co R- 
PORATE, to protect their leſſees. — I do not 
ſay this from any apprehenſion I entertain 

| that ſuch protection will be witheld, but I do 
entertain a fear that Individuals of that Body 
are ſo far engaged in ſupport of the ſcheme, 
that their influence will be exerted in fa- 
vour of it : — But there is another obligation: 


and it is generally the moſt powerful; that 


q is, Intereſt; and I have no difficulty in aſ- 
; ſerting that the value of houſes in the Cily will 
1 fink very materially, if this ſcheme ſucceeds. 
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The above conſiderations apply equally 
to the other Bodies Corporate in the City, 
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840 
viz. the Biſhop, the Dean and Chapter, and 
the Society of Merchants. 


But to ſet this ſcheme at once in its pro- 


per point of view ; 


It appears to me To BE OF NO UTILITY 
to THE GREAT MASS OF CITIZENS, but A 
MERE CONVENIENCE tO THE MERCANTILE 
INTEREST ; WHICH INTEREST IS OPPOSED 

© to THE RIGHTS AND PROPERTY OF THE 

LANDED INTEREST: AND THE FORMER, 
to SAVE SOME EXPENCE tO THEMSELVES, 
RISQUE EVERY THING WHICH con- 
CERNS THE LATTER, AND WOULD LAY A 
MONSTROUS, AND PERMANENT EXPENCE 
ON THEM : — The Floatmg Dock would be 
deemed a very good convenience, if the uſe of it 
was free: but that confounded article the vox 
AGE DUES, the younger fiſter of the Town 
DUES, Marrs it. 


| 


But I have not yet delivered all I have to 
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ſay on this head; — to proceed therefore. — 
| There 
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3 

There are, Sir, a ſet of Traders, of no 
inconſiderable property, who have a ſtill 
higher right than the common citizen to 
the uſe of the River, and that at low water ; 
for the water is not fit for their uſe, when mixed 
with the tide water; I mean the Common 
Brewers and Diſtillers ; of which I need not 
mention to you, Sir, that there are many 
on the banks of the Avon; — their trade is 
conſiderable, their buildings are expenſive, 
and their right, I believe, the Legiſlature , 


will ſcarcely take from them. 


The diſadvantages attending this ſcheme 
are ſo numerous, that it aſtoniſhes me that 
they could be overlooked; and I hope 
what I now offer will tir up ſome abler 


pen to ſet them out. 


But Humanity calls on me to point out 
one more here. — At preſent, every day 
; diſcovers the bottom of our River, but if 
it ſhould be kept full, all below the ſurface 


will 
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will be out of fight; it may therefore 
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become the grave of many an unhappy 
victim of Plunder, Revenge, and every dia- 
bolical Paſſion; at leaſt long enough for 
the perpetrators to get out of the reach of 


purſuit, at great leiſure. 


I have added that this ſcheme endangers the 
future Proſperity of the Port. 


And I think that no one, acquainted with 
the River Avon, will heſitate to concur with 
me in opinion, when he recolletts how many 


accidents have happened by ſhips grounding 


on a ſingle large ſtone, or a hard ſubſtance on 


| the ſides of the River; obſtructions, minute 
| to a degree, if compared with that immenſe 
| body of ſtone, which muſt be brought into 
the very center of the River, for the con- J 
| ſtruction of a Dam, if any accident ſhould f 
| | happen to it; — Works on the ſide of a Ri- 4 


ver are not ſo dangerous, becauſe it leaves 
ſufficient water way on the other ſide. — 
But 
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But in the bed of the River there muſt 
be great hazard of great obſtrufttions : — 
I may be told that the Engineers are able, 
that their opinion may be relied on, and 
that they give full aſſurance of the praRi- 
cability and permanency of their plan. — 
But, is an opinion, unſupported by any ex- 
perience, to be relied on in ſo momentous 
a buſineſs? — We have known great Engi- 
neers fail of ſucceſs; — the famous bridge 
over the river Taaf fell in; the pier of St. 
Andrews in Scotland fell into the channel ; 
and I have lately heard of the ſimilar fate 
of another famous bridge at Hexham in 
Northumberland, conſtructed under the 
eye of an Engineer, not leſs able than the 
firſt of thoſe employed by the abettors of 
the ſcheme under conſideration; I do not 
mean to reflect on the Engineers, for I do 
not know them, but I have been informed 
that. Mr. Smeaton himſelf pronounced the 
Hexham bridge to be good and firm. 
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But there is a row to be conſidered, 
that I think the Engineers themſelves are not 
qualified to pronounce upon, that is the 
POWER and WEIGHT of a SPRING TIDE in 
the River Avon. At is ſuppoſed that the Dam 
will reſiſt it, and that the Tide will not over- 
flow the Dam ;—but I apprehend that after 
ſuch a body of water has entered the Avon, 
and flowed up it for ſome miles, and would, 
if uninterrupted, flow ſeveral miles higher, 
and ſometimes overflow the level Country 
above the City; I ſay that, in my appre- 
henſion, ſuch a body of water is irreſiſtable, 
and that it would at leaſt overflow the 
intended Dam : —if that ſhould be the caſe, 
and the reflux of the tide be obſtrutted by 
the Dam, what would become of the nume- 
rous Works on the banks of the River, to 


which the water would be injurious ? 


But it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
the Engineers are not infallible, nor that 


an accident may happen to the work with- 


Out 


( 19 ) 

out imputation of fault to them, — Let 
it then be ſuppoſed that an accident has 
happened, and let it be weighed, if it can, 
what would be the probable conſequence ?— 
Ships of burthen moſt probably prevented 
from coming up to the Quay, others de- 
layed, and by the collection of mud and 
rubble together, an iſland might be formed 
in the bed of the channel, which, great 
labor, great expence, and great length of 
time only, could remove. — Is this a trif- 


fling conſideration ? 


The power of the Tide is not the only po-.- r R 

which the propoſed Dam would have to 
contend with; the Floods of the Avon and 
Froom are ſometimes very great, and flow 
much more rapid than the Tide itſelf; and 
ſhould they not have their uſual outlet, but 


meet with any ſtrong reſiſtance, they will 


probably riſe to an unexampled height, 
and do much miſchief to the Owners of the 
adjacent property; — this would be the leaſt 

B 2 misfortune 
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1 
misfortune that might be expected, for Mind 
and Water when reſiſted make dreadful ha- 
vock, as the accounts of every Winter fully 
inform us. — Our happineſs has hitherto 
been that the Floods have had ample room 
to diſembogue themſelves ; but ſhould this 
mad project take place, we ſhall, at an im- 
menſe expence, be put into the dreadful 
ſituation of thoſe countries where the Floods, 
having only a narrow outlet, make outlets 
for themſelves, and carry every thing before 


them. 


Another miſchief will certainly attend the 


execution of this ſcheme. — It has been 


the cuſtom to take a view of the River 


Avon once in every year, and to notice the 


nuiſances committed in it; — but this can be 


done effectually at low water only ; when 


therefore the whole is always covered to a 
certain height, — whatever nuiſances there 
may be, they will remain undiſcovered, 
until they riſe to that height, or the ill ef- 
fe& produced by them points them out. 

A hindrance 
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( 21 ) 
A hindrance of buſineſs to ſmall veſſels ap- 


pears alſo an unavoidable attendant on this 
ſcheme, and they bring us a great ſupply of 
the neceſſaries of life; at preſent, all the 
ſmall veſſels creep up with the firſt of the 
Tide, and are at their moorings in the Port 


long before the large veſſels appear in the 
River above the Red Clift. 


I have ſaid that this ſcheme is without a 
fingle precedent. 


Now this being a negative admits of 
no poſitive proof, but muſt be taken for 
granted until the contrary be ſhewn ; and 
until then I ſhall beg leave to make 
an obſervation or two on it in that point 


of view. 


EXPERIENCE is our beſt guide. It is now 
many hundred * years fince this PozxT began 
to riſe into conſequence, and it has been 

the 


The preſent Cut in which the Froom runs was made 


about the year 1247, = See Barrett's Hiſtory, p. 70. 


( #2 ) 

the fruitful parent of thoufands, and hun- 
dreds of thoufands, to thouſands of per- 
ſons, and may ftill continue to be ſo; — 
but ſhould this ſeheme be attempted and 
fail, what becomes of the Port then? — 
I appears likely to fhare the fate of the Port of 
AxrwERr, once the Mart of Europe, but 
now deſolated and deferted, — Ought ſuch a 
riſque to be run upon the ſpeculative opi- 
mon of Engineers, who wil] grow wealthy by 
the ſcheme whether we fink or ſwim ? Or ought 
the LAN DEDINTERESH to be ſohazarded for 
any particular advantage tothe MErRcANnTILE 
INTEREST The Mercantile Intereſt get wealth 


ſufficient, as it is, if they purſue their trade 


ſteadily and cantioufly ; and nothing can be 


a ſufficient inducement for fo great a riſque. 


I have ſaid alſo, that there is no abſolute 
neceſſity for the execution of this ſcheme ? — 


And I think that until it ſhall appear that 


the FloaTtinG Dock has been ſo full, that 
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( 23 ) 
it would contain no more ſhips, this Poſition 
muſt be admitted : nothing leſs than abſolute 
neceſſity ought to weigh any thing; the whim, 
or ob/tinacy, or covetouſneſs, of any man, or 
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ſet of men, from the higheſt to the loweſt, is 
nothing to the purpoſe: And I venture 
again to affirm, upon very good authority, as 
well as obſervation, that the Floating Dock has 
never been ſo full as to be incapable of receiv- 
ing more veſſels. — I may venture to go a ſtep 
farther and ſay many more. 


I am now to offer my reaſons for ſaying 
that the Abettors of this ſcheme have not an 
adequate fund to carry it into execution and 


ſupport it. 


The FrLoaTtinG Dock has been brought 
to its preſent ſtate by borrowed ſums, the 
whole or a great part whereof remains, I be- 

| heve, unpaid; if I am wrong in this article, 
let me be publicly ſet right, and the fact 
fairly and truly aſcertained, — The 


expence 
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( 24 ) 
expence of this dangerous undertaking is eſti- 


mated, I have heard, at between 70 and 


80,0001. to which, Experience in Building 
will tell every man, it is not unreaſonable 
to add 20,0001. and call it 100, ooo 1. ; the 
intereſt of this ſum, 7 fuch a ſum can be 
raiſed upon fuch a ſecurity, is 4000 J. a 
year, at 4 per cent.— Will the MERCANTILE 
IxnTEREST charge themſelves with this pay- 
ment? I am ſure I ſhall not be guilty of 
preſumption if I ſay, No, they will not; 
how then is it to be raiſed? — To this I 
anſwer, from pretty good authority, that a 
large ſhare is intended to be made a permanent Tax 
upon the LAN DED INTEREST, including the 
Tenants of the houſes, upon the ſame footing as 
the Bridge Tax ; that is, if the Citizens are weak 
enough to ſubmit, and do not ſtrenuouſiy oppoſe 
zt ;— but this, I think, can never happen. 


I hope, Sir, that I have now offered ſuf- 
hcient reaſons to ſupport my aſlertions ; 
if 


( 25 ) 
if 1 have not, and the defect ſhall be 
pointed out, perhaps I can go further, 


I beg leave to obſerve, that what I have 
thus offered combats the ſcheme upon gene- 
ral principles; when the ſcheme is offered 
to the general conſideration of the Citizens, 
which I know ſome are of opinion is not in- 

tended, 1 ſhall then perhaps take the li- 
berty to addreſs you again, Sir, upon the 
particular parts of it. 


I beg leave to add, that in what I have 
ſaid, I have not the leaſt intention to inſinu- 
ate a ſuſpicion that the Bovy CORPORATE will 
not ſupport lie Citizens Rights ; 1 feel a conviftion 
of the contrary : — but if no appeal was made 
to them, it would be a tacit admiſſion that 
the intended ſcheme met the general appro- 
bation; which I know is not the caſe :—for, if 
my information be right, ſome have jaid that if it 

+ ſhould 


( 26 ) 
ſhould take place, they would fell their houſes ; 
and others have ſaid they would quit the City. 
I am, with all due reſpect, 
Your Worſhip's 
Moſt obedient, 


Humble ſervant, 


A CITIZEN. 


T H E following account from Yarmouth 
ſets the irreſiſtable power of Wind and Water 
in ſo forcible a light, that I cannot help ſub- 
Joining a copy of it, from the London Chro- 
nicle of Saturday, December 5, 1789. 
Surely it will be madneſs to contend with 
ſuch power in the bed of ſuch a River as 
the Avon of this Port. 


« Among the many calamities of the 
« great ſtorm, the following ſingularly 


lucky 
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lucky circumſtance happened at Yar. 
mouth. About ſeven years ago a 
Collier belonging to one of the Traders 
of that place, ſunk in the mouth of 
the Harbour, when, after many attempts 
to weigh her, it was at laſt given up as 
fruitleſs; accident, however, did what 
the art of man could not do, for on 
the night of the great ſtorm ſhe was 
buoyed up by the force of the Wind, 
and: between 30 and 60 tons of Coal 


recovered to the Proprietor,” 


have enquired into the truth of the 


above Paragraph, and it is much better 


confirmed than Newſpaper Accounts gene- 


rally are. 
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